Pet Sales Nothing

to Bark At

theirpets.Friendsarefickle,
childrenmoveaway,jobsare
insecure.Ourpets,though,arealways
happytoseeus,purronourlaps,wag
theirtailsinexcitementorsingmelod-
icsongsasweenterourhomes.Our
loveaffairwithourpetsinsomething
that isn’t about to go away.
Whilesalesofpetproductshave
softenedinrecentyears,accordingto
arecentindependentsurveybyPet
AgeRetailer,thepetindustryspend-
ingisstillstrong,especiallyamongpet
careservicessuchasgrooming.And,
accordingtotheU.S.Departmentof
Labor,theoverallpetmarketincreased
anestimated3.6percentfrom2006to
2007.

I t’snosecretthatAmericanslove

Beautiful glass ornament is packaged with a
marker to personalize this pet gift. Comes at-
tractively packaged in a fun window gift box.
Suggested retail: $15-$17.50. From Mud Pie;
800/998-1633, www.mud-pie.com.

ltcannotbedenied—Americans
lovetheirpetsandconsiderthema
partofthefamily. Thus,it’sonlynatu-
ralthatwewill continuetoshower
themwithtoys,gourmettreats,high-
endaccessoriesandevenpersonalized
jewelry.

Dogsandcatsstillremainpopular
amongmostAmericansalthoughjen
GriggsSebastian,ownerofScoutDog
Studios(www.ScoutDogStudios.com),
aDenver-basedproductdesignand
manufacturingcompanythatcreates
canineandfelineinspiredartwork,
amongotheritems,recentlycomplet-
edacommissionedpaintingwithtwo
LabradorsandaniguananamedIzzy.

Notsurprisingly,though,itnot
justaboutproductsforthepetsthat
makethismarketanimportantone
forindependentgiftretailersandpet
boutiques.Petownersarepartialto
productsthatconnectthemwiththeir
pets,too,spendingcashonhigh-
endpursesandcarryingcases,home
accentslikeframesandmugsaswellas
sterlingsilverjewelryforthemselves.
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One of a kind Pet First Aid kit. 50 quality
first aid items to care for a pet and a mail in
coupon for 10 FREE styptic sticks. The Dr.
Bag case is a bright yellow color, showered
with a handful of fun animals & jam packed
with all the basic necessities a household
will need to care for their pets. Suggested
retail: $22. From Med4Kidz; 480/444-2332.

Andwhiletheeconomywouldhave
youthinkingthatconsumerspending
hasaffectedthe petmarket, think
again.Manufacturers havedevel-
opedcompleteproductlinestomeet
thecontinuedconsumerdemandfor
products-forbothbelovedpetsand
their human companions.

SPOILING THE BABIES
RetailerMarcie Thiesen,ownerof
BowMeow, AUniquePetBoutique
(www.ShopBowMeow.com)inRoyal
Oak,Michigan,agreesthatpeople
willstillspendontheirpetsandpur-
chaseitemsforthemselves,despite
economicconditions.Hertwoanda
halfyearoldshopislocatedinastate
thathasfacedturbulenteconomic
timesinrecentyears.Nonetheless,
hercustomersstillenjoyindulging
theirfurryfriendsevenifit’snotatthe
previous spending levels.
“BowMeowsellsauniquecom-
binationofone-of-a-kindproducts,

Our Name Is Mud has created this vibrantly col-
ored whimsical mug for dog lovers. Designed
by artist Lorrie Veasey, each mug is individually

hand painted and crafted out of the most chip

resistant dolomite earthenware available. Holds
16 0z. Suggested retail: $14.From Enesco; 800/4

ENESCO, www.ournameismud.com.

by Megy Karydes

rangingfromdoggiedin-
nerware,hipdoggieduds,
coolcollarsandleashes,fun
anddurabletoys,cozybeds,
fashionablecarriers,stroll-
ers, tasty treats and fun
artworkforhumans,”says
Thiesen.
Fashionableitemsseem
tostrikeacordwithcus-
tomersandmanufacturers
arerespondingtothetrend.
GiftwaremanufacturerMud
Pieisdevelopingafunholi-
daylinewithbrightgreen
and red colors forits pet
line this season.
“Ourpetcategoryisusu-
ally strongestinthethird
and fourth quarter,” says
AdrienneBoyer,executive
vicepresidentofMudPie(www.Mud-
Pie.com),anindustry-leadingmanu-
facturerofgiftwaresoldtotheretail
tradebothinternationallyandnation-
ally.“Butwe’vehadoneofourbest
quartersthisspringandhaveonly
seen this category increase.”
While traditional pet products
suchasbowls,collarsandpetcloth-
ingsellwell,it’sthe“peopleproducts”
thatreallyresonatewithconsumers,
saysBoyer.“Peoplelovetorelateto
theirpetsandourmugsandframesdo
extremelywellasdoourpersonalized
products.”
MudPierecentlyintroducedthe
Dog’sPersonalizationOrnamentafter
retailersaskedforpersonalizedpet
products. Theornamentismadefrom
glassandthepackageincludesamark-
ersoacustomercanpersonalizethe
ornamentsastheywish.Suggested
retailpriceis$15-$17.50anditcomes
inanattractivewindowgiftboxfor
easy gift-giving.
Pettoysarealways popularand
buildingonasuccessfulproductlast
year,MudPieintroducedtheFlying
DiskandBallSetwithappropriate
sayingsontheballs:Naughtyand
Nice.ltalsocomesinanattractive
window gift box.
MudPieisbestknownforitsorigi-
naldesignsthatarewellpackagedand
valuepricedwhichmakesiteasyfor
retailerstoincorporateintotheirmer-
chandisingmixregardlessiftheyapet
boutique or gift shop.
PlanetDog(www.PlanetDog.com)
offersawiderangeofdurable,fun
toys,andisoneofThiesen’sfavorite
manufacturers.Ilnadditiontotheirpet
toys,thecompanyalsooffersagreat

Whether you have a dog, cat, hamster or goldfish, enthrone
the king of the castle in an Armetale metal picture frame for
the that one-of-a-kind pet in your life. Picture frames come
in 5x7 and 8x10 sizes. Suggested retail: $60-$49. From Wil-
ton Armetale; 800/826-0088, www.armetale.com.

varietyofotherdog-relateditemssuch
asportabledinnerwaretoapparelfor
thepetowners.Additionally, Thiesen
lovesthefactthataportionoftheir
proceedsgotohelpservicedogsand
rescue groups.

DON’T FORGET THE

PET OWNERS
AsBoyerandThiesensuggest, pet
ownersaregettinginontheactwith
productsthatincorporatetheirlove
forthepetsintotheireverydaylives.
Fromapparel,tojewelry,tohome

SimplyFido (718/389-823) pet toys are made
with certified organic cotton fabric. All of
the soft colors come from natural ingre-
dients. Toys have features like squeakers,
stretchable parts and rings that ensure end-
less fun with peace of mind. SimplyFido pet
toys are the only plush pet toy that is certi-
fied Non-Toxic. Suggested retail: $12.99

- $17.99. Contact them at www.simplyfido.
com or e-mail info@simplyfido.com.
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accents, petownersareoutfittingtheir
lives with pet paraphernalia.

Chicago-basedpetboutiqueowner
RobinPhillipsopenedZululastyear
tohelppetlovers,likeher,findgreat
qualityitemsfortheirpets.Before
takingtheplungeintoretail, Phillips
andhersister,whoco-ownstheshop,
researchedthepetindustry,visited
otherretailersandtradeshowsto
see what they wanted to carry in
their shop.

“People reward their pets with
humanrewards,”Phillipssays.“Like
humanswhogiveeachothergifts, pet
ownersliketorewardtheirpetswith
beds,clothingandall-naturalprod-
ucts.Theyreallyareapartoftheir
family and treat them as such.”

Whenaskedwhattypeofproduct
ThiesenandPhillipswouldliketo
carryintheirshopthattheycan’t
seemtofindrightnow, bothunani-
mouslyagreeditwouldhavetobe
anindestructibletoy.Phillipsisalso
scoutingforreallycoolandtasteful
looking litter box covers.

PET-THEMED

PRODUCTS HIT THE

FASHION RUNWAYS
It'snotexactlynewsthatpet-themed
clothingandaccessorieshavebeen
around,butpet-themedproductsare
definitelybecomingmorefashionable
as of late.

OLovesM (www.OLovesM.com)
handbag designer Merle O’Brien
designedherCamoDoglineofbags
withpetloversinmindandbecauseshe
lovesdogsherself.“Plus,lwantedto
helpourlocalanimalshelterraisemoney
forafundraiser,”O’Briensays. “After
thefundraiserwasover,peoplekeptask-
ingmetobuythebags-petstoreslove
them,andboutiqueslovethem,asthey
are so unique and green to boot!”

Eco-conscious and fashionable are the
OlovesM bags (970/925-8516). The bags
are made from materials that manufactur-
ing companies were going to throw away as
waste, and from used Yoga mats. Messenger
bagis 16" x 10" x 4.5" (suggested retail:
$70-$80); Bernie large is 10.5" x 11" x5"
(suggested retail: $50-$55); Bernie small
measures 8" x 9" x 2" (suggested retail: $40-
$45). This one features dog-pattern lining.
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Pet Futons Indoor and Outdoor Collections

are lighter weight and portable. They can
be used in crates, rolled up for travel or
anywhere in the home. Outdoor fabrics are
made with a weatherproof fabric that is mil-
dew resistant. All futons feature a machine
washable inner pad and zip off cover. Hand
sewn in the USA. Available in 3 sizes in 15
designs. Suggested retail: $45, $55 and $65.
From Up Country; 800/541-5909, www.
upcountryinc.com.

OLovesMbagsfeaturehip,sun-
glass-wearingdogsonthefabricof
thebagwhiletheotherpieceofthe
bagisconstructedfromyogamat
scraps,soit’safashionablebagthatis
eco-friendly,too.TheCamoDogline
comesintwostylesandthreesizes,a
messengerbagandtwototebagsizes.
Customersfrom10to75yearsofage
sport her unique line of bags.

HOME ACCENTS PROVE
PopuLAR PET PRODUCTS
Homeaccentsaregettingintothe
act,too,withindoorpetfutons,step
laddersandpillowsandthrowsamong
the line up.

To make nap time a breeze,
companieslike Up Country (www.
UpCountrylnc.com)havedeveloped
thelndoorPetFutonwithfurryfriends
inmind.Theycomeinstylishcolors
fromstripestopatternswhichmakes
iteasytocomplementexistingfur-
nitureinthehome.And, thecotton
fabriccoversaremachinewashable
andzipoffforeasycleaning(andan
easier selll).

Theindoorpetfutonsareagreat
alternativetobulky,heavybedsand
makeiteasytocarryinaretailstore.
Eachislightweightandportable,can
beusedincratesandrolledupfor
travelortosimplybrightenupacor-
ner of a home.

“Acontinuingtrendforusisthe
coordinatingcollectionsofcrosscat-
egoryproducts,”saysDonnaBodell,
directorofmarketingforUpCountry.
“Wehavecollarsthatcoordinatewith
afabricfuton,aceramicbowlsetand
placematandatreat. Thismakesour
retailer’sjobeasier,theycandoone
stopshopping,theycancreateacolor
themeorlookthroughoutthemer-
chandiseandtheycanup-sellonepur-
chaseeasily.Whynotbuythematch-
ing bowls if you love the futon?”

Asabonusforretailersandcus-

uctsaremade, mostofUpCountry’s

productsaremanufacturedinRhode ¢

Island, including the pet futons.
Humoroushomedécorpiecescan
befoundthroughTumbleweedPottery
(www.TumbleweedPottery.com).
LisaTeja,nationalsalesassistantof
TumbleweedPottery,couldn’tagree
morethanAmericansoftenthinkof
their pets as family.
“That’swhyourpetcategoryprod-
uctsaresopopular,especiallyourador-
able,top-sellingPetFrameentitled,
‘Thisishardtoask,butlhavetoknow
...Amladopted?’”’saysTeja.“Many
pet owners can relate to that!”

Juno’s Garden (888/738-8390), a manufac-
ture of organic pet bath and body products
introduces its new Pal Dog Soothing Care
System Set. Designed to target sensitive skin
problems, the set features three full-sized
products that can be used on puppies and
dogs of all ages and breeds. Suggested
retail: $34. Www.paldog.com.

Anotherpetcategoryfavoritefrom
TumbleweedPotteryistheirbrand-
new paw printPetMugCollection,
featuring36humoroustitlesincluding
“Catslikeobedientpeople,”“Letme
getthisstraight,mygrandchildisa
dog?”and“BEWARE:Dogcan’thold
itslicker"These 16 ouncemugsare
microwaveanddishwashersafeand
makegreatgifts foranydogorcat
lover.

PlanetDogofferssassyt-shirtswho
sayings like “Who’s your doggy?”

ONE-OF-A-KIND GIFTS TO
MATCH ONE-OF-A-KIND
PERSONALITIES

Scout Dog Studios (www.
ScoutDogStudios.com)hasfound
greatsuccesswithhercustomized,
one-of-a—kindpiecessuchasWooden
StepStool. Thestoolcanbedevel-
opedwithoneortwosteps,canbe
createdfromphotosthataree-mailed

The little fish pendant for cats — one size,
tradition meets style! Solid sterling silver fish
adorned with an authentic good luck eye
glass bead on tubular style black rubber neck-
lace. Sizes 8”, 10” or custom made. Matching
pieces available for the discerning cat lovers!
Suggested retail: Little Fish pendant for cats:
$55-65. The Lovepaw Co.; 305/371-3190, or
thelovepaw@bellsouth.net.

tothe company or chosen froma
dropdownlistonline.Inaddition,a
customercandetailthebackground
colors,addanametothestool,or
evenofferspecificdetailsaboutapet
toincorporateintothepiecetoreally
personalizeit.lttakesabouttwoto
four weeks to create the stools.

Anothercompanythathasfound
successamongitscustomizedproduct
offeringsisManualWoodworkers&
Weavers(www.manualww.com).The
companysellsitsWovenMomentBox
toappealtoconsumerswhoreally
wantatrueone-of-a-kindpiecesince
theimageontheheirloom-quality
throwisapicturetheyprovide.Atjust
$108.00retail,thecustomerreceives
notonlyawonderfulthrowtotrea-
sureforyearstocome, butitfeatures
apictureoftheirownpet.It’sagreat
giftideathattakesupverylittlespace
inaretailstorebutallowsforsomany
possibilities. Thethrowismadefrom
100percentcottonandarriveswithin
four to six weeks.

Orbee-Tuff products are what the company
is best known for and which sell the best.
The compound is award-winning, FDA ap-
proved, non-toxic and recyclable. All prod-
ucts made from Orbee-Tuff are buoyant,
minty, 100% guaranteed, and made in the
USA. Suggested retail: $9.95. From Planet
Dog; 800/381-1516, www.customerservice
@planetdog.com.
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CaN FiDo BE ECO, TOO?
INDEED!
Theeco-friendlymovementhasn’t
forgottenaboutourpetseither.Planet
HproducestheSimplyFido (www.
SimplyFido.com) line, one of the
world’sfirstlinesoforganicpettoys,
inresponsetorequestsbypetowners
fororganicgoodsandhealthyalterna-
tives to pet products.

SimplyFidopettoysaremadewith
certifiedorganiccottonfabricand
allofthesoftcolorsarederivedfrom
naturalingredientssuchasMadder
Roots,GardeniaSeed orChestnut
Bur extracts, according to Jean
Chae,DirectorofNewBusinessand
DevelopmentforHosungNewYork,
theparentcompanyofSimplyFido.
The toys have fun features like
squeakers,stretchablepartsandrings
thatensureendlessfunforapetwith
peaceofmind.Theyarealsocertified
Non-Toxic.

“...and then you came true. Happy Anniver-
sary,” says the inside greeting. Notes, cards,
invitations and calendars use photos of rescued
dogs printed on recycled paper. Suggested
retail: $2.99 card. Part of price goes to animal
welfare charities. From Dogonfunny Creations;
410/692-0426, www.dogonfunny.com.

Is THIS MADE IN

THE U.S.A.?

Inadditiontoproductsthatareeco-

friendly,thefactthattheirpet’stoys

andproductsaremadeintheU.S.A.is

importanttosomecustomers, too.
“MadeinU.S.A.isahugetrendin

“\’\-"alks \.'\:t’h-F"(Ju. i
- _"?

Borrowing from the Native American tradition
of giving people spirit names to fit their char-
acteristics or personalities, “My Indian Name
is Walks with Poop,” is a must have for any
responsible dog walker with a sense of humor
and conscience for keeping the neighbors
happy. 100% cotton. Suggested retail: $15.
From High Cotton; 800/762-7172.

thepetgiftmarket,’saysUpCountry’s
Bodell. “With the recent scares in
petfoods,children’splastictoysand
leadglazingonceramics,customers
areveryconscientiousaboutsourcing
products from the U.S.”
Phillipshasalsoseenanincrease
amonghercustomersaskingwhere
productsaremade.“Theyareespe-
ciallyinterestedinourproductsthat
have paintoraremadeofrubber,”
says Phillips.
Infact,PlanetDogtook matters
intoitsownhandsaboutayearago
whenitmadethedecisiontomanu-
factureitsmoldedtoysagain“sothat
we couldregainthecontrolofour
productqualityandgivethework
backinourstate,”says Stephanie
Volo, Planet Dog’s Top Dog.
“Wereceivedanenormousamount
ofpositivefeedbackfromacrossthe
countrylettingusknowhowincred-
ibleitwasforustodothisandthat
wehavemadeloyalcustomersnation-
wide because of it,” Volo adds.
Iltmustbeworking.PlanetDog’s
Orbee-Tuffproductsarewhatit’smost
knownforandsellsthebestforthe
company.Thecompoundisaward
winning,FDAapproved, non-toxic
andrecyclable,accordingtoVolo.

And,allproductsmade
fromOrbee-Tuff®are
buoyant, minty 100%
guaranteedandmade
in the United States.

GIVE THAT

FELINE

PRINCESS

SOME BLING
Consumerscan’tseem
togetenoughblingfor
their pets (or them-
selves,forthatmatter)!
Olympia Zacharakis

Pet Feeding Bowls have wrought iron stands with stainless steel
bowls. The stand is a black-grey finish. Two sizes: Large: 7”"H x
17.25"W x 8.5”D (suggested retail: $$60); Small: 6”"H x 13.75"W
X 6.25”D (suggested retail: $40). From Caffco International;

launched LovePaw gg0/933-5888, www.caffco.com.

(www.lovepaw.com)
afterspendingyearsinthebusiness
world. Just a couple of years old,
LovePawcaterstoretailersfromjewel-
ers,petboutiquesandgiftshopswho
loveherlineofsterlingsilverjewelry
for both pooch and companion!
Hernewestcollection,theArtemis
Collection,featureshersignaturepaw
design.Thelinewasinspiredbythe
greatOlympiangoddessArtemis,the
goddessofhunting,wildernessand
wildanimalsandisavailableintwo

Tumbleweed Pottery ( (800/880-5117)
introduces its line of 36 different pet mugs.
There are 18 different cat and dog sayings.
Each pet mug comes in a designer gift box.
Retail is competitively priced at $9.99.
www.tumbleweedpottery.com.

sizes.LovePaw’spiecesarehandcraft-
edinGreece of sterling silverand
adornedwithanauthenticgoodluck
eyeglassbead.TheArtemislineis
offeredasapendant,necklacewith

sterlingsilverchainortubularstyle
blackrubber,asapetl.D.tagandpet
charm.And,itcomeswithmatching
piecesforthediscerningpetowners.

Forcatlovers,Zacharakisisintro-
ducingthelittlefishpendantinone
size.Eachishandcraftedusingsolid
sterlingsilverandthe“littlefish”is
adornedwithanauthenticgoodluck
eyeglassbeadontubularstyleblack
rubbernecklace.lt,too,isavailable
inmatchingpiecesforthediscerning
cat lovers!

EVENTS AND DEALS FOR
PUPS AND THEIR FRIENDS
Despite the fact that most retail-
ershavealoyalclientele,itis more
importantthanevertomarketyour
shop.Mostpetretailers,including
BowMeowandZulu,dothisthrough
eventsthatsupportnon-profitssuch
asanimalrescuegroupsoradopt-
a-petprograms.PlanetDogeven
set up its own foundation (www.
PlanetDogFoundation.org)tohelp
promoteandcelebrateprogramsin
whichdogsserveandsupporttheir
bestfriendswhetherthatisvisiting
childreninahospitaloralertingadeaf
personwhensomeoneisknockingon
the door.
CandaceCanty,owneroftwopet
boutiquesinChicagocalledDog-a-

¢

All items are $2.00 and under from IDDW! Great last
minute buys at checkout! bridalstuff@gmail.com
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sales @ piclurausa.com
! -800-742-8872

CANDLE WARMERS & ELECTRIC BURNERS
OVER 200 STYLES

Levine Gifts, Inc ® 800-538-4633
www.levinegifts.com
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GOOD KITTY ;

Good Kitty Pillow is a 12” x 12” reversible tapestry pillow. Graphic, retro style, for the
“cool” cat-lover. Suggested Retail: $16. Also tapestry throw reproductions of a buyer’s pet
photo: : $108. From The Manual Woodworkers & Weavers Inc.; 800/542-3139

holics,developedapostcardwithher
shop’sinformationthatcomplemen-
tarybusinessescanuse,too.“Wepro-
duceapostcardwithspaceonthe
backofthecardtoallowotherbusi-
nessestopromotetheirbusiness,too,”

Display the love you have for your pet with
these adorable wooden plaque expressions!
Suggested retail: $8.50. Dog and cat designs
available. From Linda Grayson's Pet Project;
800/869-9619, www.printwickpapers.com.

Cantysays.Complementarybusiness—
escouldincludepetboardingfacilities
or veterinarian offices.
“Ourpostcardoffersaone-time
20percentoffdiscount,”Cantysays.
“And,eachcardhasacodethatcorre-
spondstotheotherbusinesssowecan
track wherethe card came from.”
Cantyalsoallowstheotherbusi-
nesstosendherinformationsoshe
canpromotethem,too.Thepostcard
programhasbeenverysuccessful,isa
low-costwaytoattractnewcustom-
erstohershop,andagreatwayto
developpartnershipswithothersmall
businesses in her community.
Attheendoftheday,though, our
petsarestillourfriendsandfamily,
andAmericanswillcontinuetopam-
pertheirloyalcompanions.“Petsare
apartofthefamilyandpetparents
acknowledgethatbyspendingexpo-
nentiallyonthem,”addsVolo. g

MegyKarydesisafreelancewrit-
er and president of the market-
ing/publicrelationsconsultingfirm,
KarydesConsulting.Contactherat
megy@KarydesConsulting.com.

Have you seen our new (fe)[ine?
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Tt's what's on the inside that counts!

LEOPARD SLIPPERS
Our luxutious new microwaveable slippers are already receiving
rave reviews from our customers. Made with our indulgent plush
fabric, these feline friends are the purrfect fit for your cold or tired
feet. These come in women’s sizes Small (6-7), Medium (8-9),
& Large (10-11). Our Leopard Slippers make a wonderful
complementary set with Warm Whiskers’ Leopard Body Wrap.

Warm Whiskers o 800-233-0201 o 866-962-3147 fax
info@warmwhiskers.com ¢ www.warmwhiskers.com

RELAX o REJUVENATE e SOOTHE e NURTURE e AROMATHERAPY
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WORLDS BEST

Doy Mom .

2l KOOL TEES

WWW.Kooltees.com

Surrs o a p Country _
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Charming collars,
tempting treats and
fanciful futons are just
some of the wonderful
products you will find

g _ Coutry.

NEW!!
COLLEGIATE SHIRTS
TOYS, BANDANAS AND MORE
151-18 W. Industry Ct.
Deer Park, NY 11729
(631.243.0972)
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